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Welcome to this month's edition of the Concordia

Bible Institute (CBI) e-Bulletin.

CBI exists to provide Christ-centered Bible

instruction through distinguished experts who teach

"Christ in Every Word" of the Old and New

Testaments.   Under the direction of Dr.

Brian  German and in cooperation with the

Department of Theology  at Concordia University

Wisconsin, CBI offers podcasts, face-to-face

seminars, and other special events to strengthen

faith and spread belief in the one true God.

"For the whole Christ is
in every word and wholly

in each individual word.
When He is denied,

therefore, in one word,
He is totally denied, for

He is in every word." 
 

-Martin Luther (Luther's

Works, 25�238).

Click the button above to sign up

for a weekly email update on newly

published "Christ in Every Word"

podcasts.

Please SHARE this with others.  Use the buttons below to share this eBulletin with others.  For
example, click on forward, type in the information and click send!  You have just helped to

spread the good news of Jesus and promoted Concordia Bible Institute. 
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Received this from a friend?

Don't miss out and join our mailing list to receive the CBI eBulletin every month!   

"Malachi's Most Marvelous Moment"

The prophet Malachi had to deal with some tough stuff.   Evildoers were going unpunished

(Mal. 3�15).  The harvest was bad, and it had a crippling effect on everyone (Mal. 3�10–11).  Some

were wondering what tangible difference it really made to serve the Lord (Mal. 3�14).

On top of all this, the priesthood was totally immoral.   Everywhere you looked, priests were

despising the things of the Lord (see Mal. 1�6, 7, 10).   They were bringing forward corrupt

offerings (Mal. 1�13).  They wouldn’t listen to the Lord (Mal. 2�2).  It was so bad, in fact, that the

Lord’s rebuke of the priests in the book of Malachi is one of the longest of its kind in the

entire Old Testament.

Right in the middle of this rebuke, however, is a powerful verse that someone once referred to

as “Malachi’s most marvelous moment.”  After the Lord tells his priests that he will no longer

accept a sacri�ce from them (Mal. 1�10), he then promises the following: “For from the rising of

the sun to its setting my name will be great among the nations, and in every place incense will

be offered to my name, and a pure offering.  For my name will be great among the nations,

says the Lord of hosts” (Mal. 1�11).

It sure sounds marvelous, but just what is this “pure offering” all about?

Well, one popular understanding from the earliest times after Malachi was written was that

the Lord was indicating that the worship of his people throughout all their places of exile
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—“from the rising of the sun to its setting”—would be acceptable, even though they were far

away from the temple in Jerusalem.   This is certainly worthy of our re�ection, but with the

advent of Christ in the �esh, there’s much more that can be said.

For starters, it just so happens that The Book of Concord (The Lutheran Confessions) includes

a brief explanation of this verse amidst one of its writings.  Notice how it unpacks the “pure

offering” of Mal. 1�11�

“the prophet’s own words give us his meaning. They say, �rst, that the name of the Lord will

be great. This takes place through the proclamation of the Gospel, which makes known the

name of Christ and the Father’s mercy promised in Christ. The proclamation of the Gospel

produces faith in those who accept it. They call upon God, they give thanks to God, they bear

af�ictions in confession, they do good works for the glory of Christ. This is how the name of

the Lord becomes great among the nations. Therefore ‘incense’ and ‘a pure offering’ [refer] to

all those sacri�ces through which the name of the Lord becomes great, like faith, prayer,

proclamation of the Gospel, confession, etc.” (Apology XXIV 32).

In other words, one might say that the “pure offering” of Mal. 1�11 is the sacri�cial activity that

�ows from and is carried out for the sake of the Lord’s name, which can take place in a variety

of ways: confessing the one true faith (Heb 13�15), meditating upon the Lord’s word (Col 3�16),

praying to the Lord (1 Thess 5�17), giving offerings to the Lord (2 Cor 9�7), serving one another

(Mt 5�41), or suffering for the sake of Yahweh’s name (Acts 5�41; Rom 12�1).

Malachi’s “most marvelous moment,” then, ultimately revolves around the person and work of

Christ, and how his one-for-all sacri�ce is re�ected in our own lives.   In this way, it’s a

marvelous moment not just for Malachi’s day but one that continues to happen time and time

again throughout the life of the church.  May God grant the true marvel of these moments, no

matter how mundane they may seem to us, for the sake of him who gave us the most

marvelous moment in his cruci�xion and resurrection. 

 

Dr. Brian German
Director of the Concordia Bible Institute
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“Make Revelation Great Again”
  
The book of Revelation is widely known for how it speaks about things that are way “up there” and
way “down the road.”  While this is most certainly true, its real greatness is in the many fascinating
ways it reveals the “right here” and the “right now” of what is taking place in Christian worship. 
Come take a fresh look at this challenging book on September 20, 27, and October 4  from 6:30–
8pm at Trinity Lutheran Church in Sheboygan, Wisconsin with Dr. Brian German, Associate
Professor of Theology at Concordia University Wisconsin and Director of the Concordia Bible
Institute.  Registration is highly encouraged.  There is no fee for registration, but a freewill offering
will be collected. 

Please help Concordia University Wisconsin provide more financial aid to Pre-Seminary students
by praying for and giving to the Saleska Scholarship Endowment. Lord willing and with your help,
we hope to add one million dollars or more to the endowment by June 30, 2022. We urge
congregations, groups, and individuals to give.

Saleska Scholarship for Pre-Seminary Students 
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Visit concordiabible.org/Saleska for more information and to give (scroll down to the bottom
of the page to see all of our resources).
Help us get the word out to those who want to help Pre-Seminary students and to those who
knew Dr. Saleska. 
Click here to watch our video:  https://youtu.be/vqLfzI9Wlkw

 

 

 

 

Saleska Scholarship Endowment 
 
In honor of Rev. Dr. John Saleska's legacy of teaching “Christ in Every Word” among
us, CBI has established “The Concordia Bible Institute Saleska Scholarship
Endowment,” whose purpose is to provide �nancial assistance to pre-seminary
students at Concordia University Wisconsin.  In an age of biblical illiteracy, it is
hoped that this endowment will help future pastors carry forward Dr. Saleska’s
lifelong conviction of teaching “Christ in Every Word” as they read, mark, learn, and
inwardly digest the Scriptures.

Please join me in spreading the word about the origination of this endowment and
by praying for its growth.  For ways to contribute and resources about this endowment, please
visit concordiabible.org/saleska and designate “Saleska Scholarship Endowment” on your method of giving. 

Please contact Jeff Klocko, Director of Donor Relations, for details about this exciting opportunity.  He can

be reached at 262.243.2170 or jeff.klocko@cuw.edu.  

Read the Bible in a Year 

Looking to add to your devotions this year? Or simply want to accomplish the goal of reading the Bible in a
year? Follow along with the calendar below! A new calendar will be sent in each newsletter. 
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Issues, Etc. is a ten-hour weekly syndicated radio talk show and podcast. The program

features expert guests, expansive topics, while extolling Christ.

The program is hosted by Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod Pastor Todd Wilken and

produced by Jeff Schwarz.

Dr. Brian German was recently interviewed by Issues, Etc. about the topic of Elijah. 

Click below to access this podcast.  

Dr. German's Podcast on Issues, Etc.

https://mcusercontent.com/9be4c0676651915b8c233be56/images/6408b14a-8be6-c0f5-d2ed-5b30296a59d4.png
https://issuesetc.org/team/
https://issuesetc.org/team/
https://issuesetc.org/2022/07/20/2012-the-prophet-elijah-dr-brian-german-7-20-22/
http://eepurl.com/dqe8ID
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=9be4c0676651915b8c233be56&id=f2b76cb0f0
https://us6.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=9be4c0676651915b8c233be56&id=f2b76cb0f0
javascript:;


Website
Visit our website at concordiabible.org to learn more about CBI.

Podcasts
CBI offers thirty- to forty-minute long podcasts on biblical passages and religious issues that you can listen

to any time through the CBI website.

Now Streaming on iTunes & Google Play! 

You can listen to our weekly podcasts by subscribing on iTunes or Google Play.

When new episodes become available they will be automatically be downloaded to your device.  Just click
here to subscribe through our website or click the image below! 

Contribute 
 
Concordia Bible Institute thrives because of generous supporters, like you!  If you �nd value in this e-
Bulletin and other CBI offerings and would like to support our mutual desire to spread God's Word to wide
audiences, please consider making a contribution to CBI.  There are many ways to contribute, from writing
a check to CUW Foundation with CBI e-Bulletin on the memo line, or following the link to make a one-
time or reoccurring gift online: Support Concordia Bible Institute.   

Mail checks to: 
Concordia University Wisconsin
Attn: Of�ce of Advancement
12800 North Lake Shore Drive
Mequon, WI 53097

"Seeing Jesus in the Old Testament" photo courtesy of http://www.prayercollege.org/tag/messiah 
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