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Welcome to this month's edition of the

Concordia Bible Institute (CBI) e-Bulletin.

CBI exists to provide Christ-centered Bible

instruction through distinguished experts who

teach "Christ in Every Word" of the Old and New

Testaments.   Under the direction of Dr.

Brian  German and in cooperation with the

Department of Theology at Concordia University

Wisconsin, CBI offers podcasts, face-to-face

seminars, and other special events to strengthen

faith and spread belief in the one true God.

"For the whole Christ is
in every word and wholly

in each individual word.
When He is denied,

therefore, in one word,
He is totally denied, for

He is in every word." 
 

-Martin Luther (Luther's

Works, 25�238).

Click the button above to sign

up for a weekly email update on

newly published "Christ in Every

Word" podcasts.

Please SHARE this with others.  Use the buttons below to share this eBulletin with
others.  For example, click on forward, type in the information and click send!  You have
just helped to spread the good news of Jesus and promoted Concordia Bible Institute. 
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Don't miss out and join our mailing list to receive the CBI eBulletin every month!   

"Philemon Fascinations"

Recently I was asked a series of questions about the little book of Philemon.  “Why is it

in the Bible?  What does it teach us about the Christian faith?  How does it apply to my

life?”  Great questions indeed!  Let’s take a look…

Philemon, we gather, was a well-known individual in the early church.   He also had a

slave named Onesimus.   At some point, however, Onesimus stole something from

Philemon, and instead of turning himself in, decides to runs away.   While on the run,

Onesimus meets the apostle Paul, a popular preacher gone prisoner.   After hanging

around Paul for awhile—and by the work of the Holy Spirit—Onesimus comes to believe

what Paul preaches, and confesses Jesus as Lord.

So far, so good, but the fallout between Onesimus and Philemon was still a big elephant

in the room.  Philemon, remember, was a pretty big deal.  Lots of people loved him, and

lots of people also knew what Onesimus had done to him.  There was plenty of �nger

pointing, and people were hurting.

Including Paul, who was pretty close to everyone involved.  What fascinates me is how

Paul handled the whole thing when he wrote his letter to Philemon.   I’ll focus on just
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three things.

First, watch carefully how Paul begins: “Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus” (Philemon 1). 

Interestingly, nowhere else at the beginning of any of Paul’s letters does he introduce

himself in this way—“Paul, a prisoner”—even in the other letters he writes while in

prison.  Usually it’s “Paul the servant,” or “Paul an apostle,” and so on.  Even though Paul

can’t wait to make a plea for Onesimus, the runaway slave, Paul begins his letter by

broadcasting how he himself is in many ways even less than a slave, even less than the

very vulnerable one for whom he will soon plead.

Next, I’m also struck by how Paul speaks of Onesimus to Philemon.  From what we can

gather, Paul probably knew Philemon pretty well.  They go way back.  Throughout the

letter, Paul keeps talking about how much he loves Philemon, and that he loves how

much Philemon loves the Lord and loves other Christians.  There’s a lot of love going on

between these “beloved brothers.”   With that said, note how Paul then speaks of

Onesimus in Philemon 16 with the exact same status: a “beloved brother.”

Finally, after Paul empties himself and �lls others with the love of God, he then takes a

good look at the situation between Philemon and Onesimus and asks how he might

bear some of the burden: “If he [Onesimus] has wronged you at all, or owes you

anything, charge that to my account.  I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will repay

it” (Philemon 18).   In the end, Paul pleads, “[R]eceive him, as you would receive me”

(Philemon 17).

Does all this sound familiar?   1) Emptying the self.   2) Filling others with the love of

God.  3) Covering in any way possible what needs to be covered.

We may not be �rst-century slaves like Onesimus was, but we know that everyone who

commits sin is a slave to sin (Jn. 8�34).  And it just so happens that the only way we’re

freed from this kind of slavery, is from a Slave par excellence.  So it is that in this little

letter to Philemon, Paul does everything he can to put this Slave of slaves on display.

Or you could put it this way, as Paul himself did in another one of his letters: “have this

mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form

of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by

taking the form of a SLAVE, being born in the likeness of men.   And being found in

human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even

death on a cross” (Phil. 2�5-8).

As you ponder Paul’s punchline to Philemon about receiving Onesimus as Philemon

would receive Paul himself, ponder even more carefully how the One who made himself

the worst Onesimus for our sake, still, to this very moment, pleads repeatedly with our

heavenly Father along the same lines: “receive them, as you would receive me.” 

 

Dr. Brian German
Director of the Concordia Bible Institute



“Make Revelation Great Again”
  
The book of Revelation is widely known for how it speaks about things that are way “up
there” and way “down the road.”  While this is most certainly true, its real greatness is in the
many fascinating ways it reveals the “right here” and the “right now” of what is taking place
in Christian worship.  Come take a fresh look at this challenging book on September 20, 27,
and October 4  from 6:30–8pm at Trinity Lutheran Church in Sheboygan, Wisconsin with Dr.
Brian German, Associate Professor of Theology at Concordia University Wisconsin and
Director of the Concordia Bible Institute.  Registration is highly encouraged.  There is no fee
for registration, but a freewill offering will be collected. 

Please help Concordia University Wisconsin provide more financial aid to Pre-Seminary
students by praying for and giving to the Saleska Scholarship Endowment. Lord willing and
with your help, we hope to add one million dollars or more to the endowment by June 30,
2022. We urge congregations, groups, and individuals to give.

Visit concordiabible.org/Saleska for more information and to give (scroll down to the
bottom of the page to see all of our resources).
Help us get the word out to those who want to help Pre-Seminary students and to
those who knew Dr. Saleska. 

Saleska Scholarship for Pre-Seminary Students 

 

 

Click here to REGISTER
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Click here to watch our video:  https://youtu.be/vqLfzI9Wlkw

 

 

 

 

Saleska Scholarship Endowment 
 
In honor of Rev. Dr. John Saleska's legacy of teaching “Christ in Every Word”
among us, CBI has established “The Concordia Bible Institute Saleska
Scholarship Endowment,” whose purpose is to provide �nancial assistance
to pre-seminary students at Concordia University Wisconsin.  In an age of
biblical illiteracy, it is hoped that this endowment will help future pastors
carry forward Dr. Saleska’s lifelong conviction of teaching “Christ in Every
Word” as they read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the Scriptures.

Please join me in spreading the word about the origination of this
endowment and by praying for its growth.  For ways to contribute and resources about this
endowment, please visit concordiabible.org/saleska and designate “Saleska Scholarship
Endowment” on your method of giving. 

Please contact Jeff Klocko, Director of Donor Relations, for details about this exciting opportunity. 

He can be reached at 262.243.2170 or jeff.klocko@cuw.edu.  

Read the Bible in a Year 

Looking to add to your devotions this year? Or simply want to accomplish the goal of reading the
Bible in a year? Follow along with the calendar below! A new calendar will be sent in each
newsletter. 

https://concordiabible.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3ca84af4270344aac35f03c8&id=d122cef59e&e=92271cdf31
https://concordiabible.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3ca84af4270344aac35f03c8&id=1870ad028a&e=92271cdf31
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Issues, Etc. is a ten-hour weekly syndicated radio talk show and podcast. The

program features expert guests, expansive topics, while extolling Christ.

The program is hosted by Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod Pastor Todd

Wilken and produced by Jeff Schwarz.

Dr. Brian German was recently interviewed by Issues, Etc. about the topic of

Elijah.  Click below to access this podcast.  

Website
Visit our website at concordiabible.org to learn more about CBI.

Podcasts

Dr. German's Podcast on Issues, Etc.
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https://issuesetc.org/team/
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http://www.concordiabible.org/
https://issuesetc.org/2022/07/20/2012-the-prophet-elijah-dr-brian-german-7-20-22/


CBI offers thirty- to forty-minute long podcasts on biblical passages and religious issues that you

can listen to any time through the CBI website.

Now Streaming on iTunes & Google Play! 

You can listen to our weekly podcasts by subscribing on iTunes or Google Play.

When new episodes become available they will be automatically be downloaded to your device.  Just
click here to subscribe through our website or click the image below! 

Contribute 
 
Concordia Bible Institute thrives because of generous supporters, like you!  If you �nd value in this
e-Bulletin and other CBI offerings and would like to support our mutual desire to spread God's
Word to wide audiences, please consider making a contribution to CBI.  There are many ways to
contribute, from writing a check to CUW Foundation with CBI e-Bulletin on the memo line, or
following the link to make a one-time or reoccurring gift online: Support Concordia Bible Institute.   

Mail checks to: 
Concordia University Wisconsin
Attn: Of�ce of Advancement
12800 North Lake Shore Drive
Mequon, WI 53097
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