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Welcome to this month's edition of the

Concordia Bible Institute (CBI) e-Bulletin.

CBI exists to provide Christ-centered Bible

instruction through distinguished experts who

teach "Christ in Every Word" of the Old and New

Testaments.   Under the direction of Dr.

Brian  German and in cooperation with the

Department of Theology at Concordia University

Wisconsin, CBI offers podcasts, face-to-face

seminars, and other special events to strengthen

faith and spread belief in the one true God.

"For the whole Christ is
in every word and wholly

in each individual word.
When He is denied,

therefore, in one word,
He is totally denied, for

He is in every word." 
 

-Martin Luther (Luther's

Works, 25�238).

Click the button above to sign

up for a weekly email update on

newly published "Christ in Every

Word" podcasts.

Please SHARE this with others.  Use the buttons below to share this eBulletin with
others.  For example, click on forward, type in the information and click send!  You have
just helped to spread the good news of Jesus and promoted Concordia Bible Institute. 
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Received this from a friend?

Don't miss out and join our mailing list to receive the CBI eBulletin every month!   

"Themes in the 95 Theses"

It’s that time of the year again!  Let’s take a(nother) look at why yesterday, October 31st,

is such a big day in the history of the church…

While the Reformation included a series of people, events, and documents all dedicated

to reform the teachings and practices of the medieval church, Martin Luther’s posting

of the 95 theses was in many ways the �rst major push to get this reform in motion. 

Luther drafted these theses for academic debate (the original title for them was

“Disputation on the Power and Ef�cacy of Indulgences”), but they soon spread like

wild�re and were discussed throughout the lands in ways he never would’ve imagined. 

In fact, here we are 505 years later still talking about them!

While Luther didn’t categorize his theses in any way, I think there are some clear

themes that emerge as he worked his way from #1 to #95 that can help us understand

his thinking at the time.  Here are �ve issues that appear to be most central for him:

1. Repentance: Theses 1-4

Click here to join our eBulletin mailing list!
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Luther clearly had issues with how repentance was being taught and practiced in his

day.   It had gotten to the point, in fact, that repentance was starting to look like a

product for sale rather than something integral to the Christian life.   The very �rst

thesis addresses this head on: “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, ‘Repent’

[Matt. 4�17], he willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.”  In the years

to come, Luther would often stress how Christians should drown the old Adam daily

(e.g., in his Small and Large Catechisms).

2. Indulgences

As the original title for the 95 theses suggests, it should come as no surprise that

theses about indulgences are the most represented in Luther’s treatise.  His concerns

with indulgences fall roughly into three subcategories:

a. Their Limitations: Theses 27-37

Luther was very skeptical about how much an indulgence could actually accomplish for

an individual.   Two extremely important theses in this group are numbers 36 and 37,

which read as follows: “36. Any truly repentant Christian has a right to full remission of

penalty and guilt, even without indulgence letters. 37. Any true Christian, whether

living or dead, participates in all the blessings of Christ and the church; and this is

granted him by God, even without indulgence letters.”

b. Their Relation to Good Works: Theses 41-49

In this group of theses, Luther argued that indulgences should never minimize or serve

as a substitute for the genuine good works that a Christian is called to do.  In the years

to come, Luther would often stress that good works �ow from faith and are carried out

not for the self but for the neighbor out of love.

c. Their Relation to the Gospel: Theses 52-68

Luther also argued that indulgences always take a back seat to the true treasure of the

church: the gospel of Jesus Christ.  As he put it in thesis #62, “The true treasure of the

church is the most holy gospel of the glory and grace of God.”

3. Pope/Preachers



Another major concern of Luther in the 95 theses is with the pope and preachers of his

day.  This category can also be subdivided as follows:

a. Their Limitations: Theses 5-13; 20-22; 25-26

In these theses Luther maintains that the authority being claimed for the pope and

many preachers was getting way out of hand.

b. Their Errors: Theses 50-51; 69-75; 77-81; 82-92

Luther also argued that the pope and indulgence preachers of his day were clearly

corrupt.  An interesting group of theses here is numbers 82-91, where Luther includes

various questions of the laity that were weighing on their hearts, such as in thesis #82�

“Why does not the pope empty purgatory for the sake of holy love and the dire need of

the souls that are there if he redeems an in�nite number of souls for the sake of

miserable money with which to build a church?”

4. The Conscience: Theses 14-16; 23-24; 39-40

Always the pastor, Luther was also very concerned for recipes that would make an

individual fall into despair, something he himself knew all too well throughout his

personal struggles and longing for a merciful God.

5. The Cross: Theses 93-95

Finally, Luther also included a few theses on the role of the cross in the Christian life,

and it should be noted that these are the last three of his list.  Already at this point in

his life, one can see Luther emphasizing in kernel form how Christians are to take up

their cross as they follow Christ, a teaching that would later blossom as a clear

centerpiece in Lutheran theology: the theology of the cross.

In sum, Luther’s 95 theses were essentially a protest against bad care of souls.  For that

reason alone, it is most certainly �tting to give thanks to our Lord for what he

accomplished through Martin Luther and the many other individuals who contributed

to what we now call the Reformation. 

 

Dr. Brian German
Director of the Concordia Bible Institute



Please help Concordia University Wisconsin provide more financial aid to Pre-Seminary
students by praying for and giving to the Saleska Scholarship Endowment. Lord willing and
with your help, we hope to add one million dollars or more to the endowment by June 30,
2022. We urge congregations, groups, and individuals to give.

Visit concordiabible.org/Saleska for more information and to give (scroll down to the
bottom of the page to see all of our resources).
Help us get the word out to those who want to help Pre-Seminary students and to
those who knew Dr. Saleska. 
Click here to watch our video:  https://youtu.be/vqLfzI9Wlkw
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Saleska Scholarship Endowment 
 
In honor of Rev. Dr. John Saleska's legacy of teaching “Christ in Every Word”
among us, CBI has established “The Concordia Bible Institute Saleska
Scholarship Endowment,” whose purpose is to provide �nancial assistance
to pre-seminary students at Concordia University Wisconsin.  In an age of
biblical illiteracy, it is hoped that this endowment will help future pastors
carry forward Dr. Saleska’s lifelong conviction of teaching “Christ in Every
Word” as they read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the Scriptures.

Please join me in spreading the word about the origination of this
endowment and by praying for its growth.  For ways to contribute and resources about this
endowment, please visit concordiabible.org/saleska and designate “Saleska Scholarship
Endowment” on your method of giving. 

https://concordiabible.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3ca84af4270344aac35f03c8&id=6e8b935611&e=92271cdf31
https://concordiabible.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3ca84af4270344aac35f03c8&id=d122cef59e&e=92271cdf31
https://concordiabible.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3ca84af4270344aac35f03c8&id=1870ad028a&e=92271cdf31
http://www.concordiabible.org/saleska/


Please contact Jeff Klocko, Director of Donor Relations, for details about this exciting opportunity. 

He can be reached at 262.243.2170 or jeff.klocko@cuw.edu.  

Read the Bible in a Year 

Looking to add to your devotions this year? Or simply want to accomplish the goal of reading the
Bible in a year? Follow along with the calendar below! A new calendar will be sent in each
newsletter. 

 

Issues, Etc. is a ten-hour weekly syndicated radio talk show and podcast. The

program features expert guests, expansive topics, while extolling Christ.

mailto:jeff.klocko@cuw.edu?subject=Donor%20Match%20Opportunity%20-%20Saleska%20Endowment%20
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The program is hosted by Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod Pastor Todd

Wilken and produced by Jeff Schwarz.

Dr. Brian German was recently interviewed by Issues, Etc. about the topic of

Elijah.  Click below to access this podcast.  

Website
Visit our website at concordiabible.org to learn more about CBI.

Podcasts
CBI offers thirty- to forty-minute long podcasts on biblical passages and religious issues that you

can listen to any time through the CBI website.

Now Streaming on iTunes & Google Play! 

You can listen to our weekly podcasts by subscribing on iTunes or Google Play.

When new episodes become available they will be automatically be downloaded to your device.  Just
click here to subscribe through our website or click the image below! 

Contribute 
 
Concordia Bible Institute thrives because of generous supporters, like you!  If you �nd value in this
e-Bulletin and other CBI offerings and would like to support our mutual desire to spread God's
Word to wide audiences, please consider making a contribution to CBI.  There are many ways to
contribute, from writing a check to CUW Foundation with CBI e-Bulletin on the memo line, or
following the link to make a one-time or reoccurring gift online: Support Concordia Bible Institute.   

Mail checks to: 
Concordia University Wisconsin
Attn: Of�ce of Advancement
12800 North Lake Shore Drive
Mequon, WI 53097
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