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Welcome to this month's edition of the

Concordia Bible Institute (CBI) e-Bulletin.

CBI exists to provide Christ-centered Bible

instruction through distinguished experts who

teach "Christ in Every Word" of the Old and New

Testaments.   Under the direction of Dr.

Brian  German and in cooperation with the

Department of Theology at Concordia University

Wisconsin, CBI offers podcasts, face-to-face

seminars, and other special events to strengthen

faith and spread belief in the one true God.

"For the whole Christ is
in every word and wholly

in each individual word.
When He is denied,

therefore, in one word,
He is totally denied, for

He is in every word." 
 

-Martin Luther (Luther's

Works, 25�238).

Click the button above to sign

up for a weekly email update on

newly published "Christ in Every

Word" podcasts.

Please SHARE this with others.  Use the buttons below to share this eBulletin with
others.  For example, click on forward, type in the information and click send!  You have
just helped to spread the good news of Jesus and promoted Concordia Bible Institute. 
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Received this from a friend?

Don't miss out and join our mailing list to receive the CBI eBulletin every month!   

"Flour and Oil, Bread and Wine"

I’ve been thinking a lot about the prophet Elijah lately, especially how he gives us a

unique window into the person and work of our Savior.

First thing’s �rst: the times in which Elijah lived were rough.  A new king had just taken

over, King Ahab, and he did more evil than all who were before him (1 Kgs 16�30). 

Instead of building up the house of the Lord, he built a house for Baal.   Instead of

marrying an Israelite, he married the daughter of the king of Sidon, a woman named

Jezebel, who wants to get rid of all the prophets.   Israel on the whole was dying.   In

many respects, Israel was already dead, and needed a resurrection.

It’s not surprising, then, that Elijah comes onto the scene as a new Israel.   After the

Lord announces a draught through him, he then sends the prophet east of the Jordan—

outside the promised land—where the water supply dwindles.   Yes, it’s a wilderness

journey all over again.  In fact, the Lord feeds Elijah bread and meat in the morning, and

bread and meat in the evening (1 Kgs 17�6).  It’s time for a new Israel, and it will blossom

forth from one man.
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The same truth emerges from another angle in Elijah’s �rst miracle.   “Arise, go to

Zarephath,” the Lord commands Elijah, “which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there.

  Behold, I have commanded a widow there to feed you” (1 Kgs 17�9).   Interestingly,

Zarephath is only a few miles away from Sidon (it even “belongs to Sidon”), the terribly

wicked place where Ahab found his wife Jezebel.   So it is that as Ahab marries the

daughter of a foreign god, the Lord ventures into foreign territory to marry a new

Israel, with Elijah as the bridegroom.

When Elijah arrives in Zarephath, he encounters a woman gathering sticks (1 Kgs 17�10). 

She, like Israel, is on the brink of death.  When Elijah asks for a little water and bread—

we’ll come back to this in a moment—the widow responds: “As the Lord your God lives,

I have nothing baked, only a handful of �our in a jar and a little oil in a jug.  And now I

am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my son,

that we may eat it and die” (1 Kgs 17�12).

The widow’s response is quite fascinating.   Oil and �our often appear together in

liturgical offerings (see esp. Leviticus 2), and the same arena comes to mind when Elijah

asks for bread (recall the bread of the presence) and water (recall how priests would

have to wash before/after sacri�ces).   Elijah’s �rst miracle, then, abounds in temple

imagery.   Israel may be on its deathbed, but the Lord’s worship will never die

(Revelation 7).

As you may already know, Elijah then promises the widow that, according to the word

of the Lord, “The jar of �our shall not be spent, and the jug of oil shall not be empty,

until the day that the Lord sends rain upon the earth” (1 Kgs 17�14).  And sure enough, no

matter how bad the times were, “the jar of �our was not spent, neither did the jug of oil

become empty” (1 Kgs 17�16).

It was a culture of death.  The pews were emptying, the �nancial picture was bleak, and

the future of God’s people was uncertain.   And yet, even in the driest and darkest of

places, the marks of the church remained unshaken.   The Lord stayed faithful to his

bride through the Bridegroom of Christ (Eph 5�22–33).   Some bread and water, along

with the Lord’s presence—just a little wafer, and a small sip of wine—and not even the

dates of hell will prevail against it (Mt 16�18). 

 

Dr. Brian German
Director of the Concordia Bible Institute 

To hear more about Elijah, click here for an interview with Dr. German on this

prophet:  https://issuesetc.org/2022/07/20/2012-the-prophet-elijah-dr-brian-german-7-20-
22/
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Please help Concordia University Wisconsin provide more financial aid to Pre-Seminary
students by praying for and giving to the Saleska Scholarship Endowment. Lord willing and
with your help, we hope to add one million dollars or more to the endowment by June 30,
2022. We urge congregations, groups, and individuals to give.

Visit concordiabible.org/Saleska for more information and to give (scroll down to the
bottom of the page to see all of our resources).
Help us get the word out to those who want to help Pre-Seminary students and to
those who knew Dr. Saleska. 
Click here to watch our video:  https://youtu.be/vqLfzI9Wlkw

 

Saleska Scholarship for Pre-Seminary Students 

 

 

 

 

 

Saleska Scholarship Endowment 
 
In honor of Rev. Dr. John Saleska's legacy of teaching “Christ in Every Word”
among us, CBI has established “The Concordia Bible Institute Saleska
Scholarship Endowment,” whose purpose is to provide �nancial assistance
to pre-seminary students at Concordia University Wisconsin.  In an age of
biblical illiteracy, it is hoped that this endowment will help future pastors
carry forward Dr. Saleska’s lifelong conviction of teaching “Christ in Every
Word” as they read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the Scriptures.

Please join me in spreading the word about the origination of this
endowment and by praying for its growth.  For ways to contribute and resources about this
endowment, please visit concordiabible.org/saleska and designate “Saleska Scholarship
Endowment” on your method of giving. 
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Please contact Jeff Klocko, Director of Donor Relations, for details about this exciting opportunity. 

He can be reached at 262.243.2170 or jeff.klocko@cuw.edu.  

Read the Bible in a Year 

Looking to add to your devotions this year? Or simply want to accomplish the goal of reading the
Bible in a year? Follow along with the calendar below! A new calendar will be sent in each
newsletter. 

 

Issues, Etc. is a ten-hour weekly syndicated radio talk show and podcast. The

program features expert guests, expansive topics, while extolling Christ.
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The program is hosted by Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod Pastor Todd

Wilken and produced by Jeff Schwarz.

Dr. Brian German was recently interviewed by Issues, Etc. about the topic of

Elijah.  Click below to access this podcast.  

Website
Visit our website at concordiabible.org to learn more about CBI.

Podcasts
CBI offers thirty- to forty-minute long podcasts on biblical passages and religious issues that you

can listen to any time through the CBI website.

Now Streaming on iTunes & Google Play! 

You can listen to our weekly podcasts by subscribing on iTunes or Google Play.

When new episodes become available they will be automatically be downloaded to your device.  Just
click here to subscribe through our website or click the image below! 

Contribute 
 
Concordia Bible Institute thrives because of generous supporters, like you!  If you �nd value in this
e-Bulletin and other CBI offerings and would like to support our mutual desire to spread God's
Word to wide audiences, please consider making a contribution to CBI.  There are many ways to
contribute, from writing a check to CUW Foundation with CBI e-Bulletin on the memo line, or
following the link to make a one-time or reoccurring gift online: Support Concordia Bible Institute.   

Mail checks to: 
Concordia University Wisconsin
Attn: Of�ce of Advancement
12800 North Lake Shore Drive
Mequon, WI 53097

"Seeing Jesus in the Old Testament" photo courtesy of http://www.prayercollege.org/tag/messiah 
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