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God's Majestic Creation

A few days ago I took my three oldest children fishing, and while we didn’'t end up
catching any fish, we did at least catch some great glimpses of a beautiful summer
evening. My daughter marveled at the moon in particular: “Dad, check out the moon.
It looks so majestic.”

She was right. It was full and clear and bright. “It's a wonderful part of God’s creation,’
[ replied.

But my daughter’s comment also got me thinking about where God is at his most
majestic when he creates the heavens and the earth. What would you say? Something
like the moon or the stars, or perhaps the great oceans or a range of mountains?

In the first chapter of Genesis, we have some pretty majestic activity: separating light
from darkness, water from water, and making plants and animals and, finally,
humanity. In Genesis 2, however, we get an even closer look at the creation of Adam
and Eve. Have you ever wondered why that is? My hunch is that it has everything to
do with God’s majesty. Here’s why...

The first thing that strikes me about Genesis 2 is how earthy it is: no bush in the land,
working the ground, a mist going up from the land, man formed from the dust of the
ground, God planting a garden (mentioned four times), God causing trees to sprout
from the ground, God forming every beast and bird from the ground, and so on. It
seems to me that all this earthiness is indicating that an even greater majesty of God is
to be found within the very fabric of his creation, as if a heavenly glory is in the process
of being “planted” right into the earth.
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And if so, then there’s something we can learn about God when he creates humanity
that we just can’'t see in the moon. When humanity works the ground, for example, we
see something of how God tends to his creation in a very personal way. By means of
our human body made from the ground, we interact with other creatures, serve them,

and receive from them. Likewise, by means of taking onflesh, God interacts with other
flesh, serves them in the flesh, and receives from them thanks and praise in the flesh.

It all points to a much greater majesty of God, one revolving around bodily service.

Does this come to a culmination in the creation of Eve? It was fairly common in the
history of the church to see Adam’s loss of a rib as a kind of sacrifice undergone for the
sake of a much greater reward. As one influential interpreter puts it, Adam may lose a
part of himself, but when he sees Eve, “he now saw himself, who had before been
imperfect, rendered complete in his wife.”

Yes, we can certainly learn something about God’s majesty from the moon and stars
and great sea creatures of Genesis 1, but the climax of it all comes at the end of Genesis
2, where we learn that God’s greatest majesty is to be found in embodied sacrifice. This,
of course, is the majesty we see most clearly when the second Adam gives up his life
for the sake of his bride, the church, and the majesty to which we ourselves bear
witness in our own lives whenever we become weak to receive an even greater
strength, when we lose our life to gain a far greater one.

Dr. Brian German
Director of the Concordia Bible Institute
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Heaven on Earth: A Study of the Book of Revelation

Dr. German's newest offering through Continuing Education Studies of CUW



The book of Revelation is widely known for how it speaks about things that are way
"up there" and way "down the road." While this is most certainly true, its real greatness
is in the many fascinating ways it reveals the "right here" and the "right now" of what is
taking place in Christian worship, the place where heaven meets earth. Come take a
fresh look at this challenging book with Dr. German. This course features a close look
at eight chapters from the book of Revelation, covered over six 30-minute video
lectures, each supplemented with discussion questions and other instructional
material. A new section opens July 1!

Click Here for Heaven on Earth

Read the Bible in a Year

Looking to add to your devotions this year? Or simply want to accomplish the goal of reading the
Bible in a year? Follow along with the calendar below! A new calendar will be sent in each
newsletter.

e Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday

i Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
A‘L 1 ‘ S Habakkuk 3:2-19 Psalm 57 Psalm 58 Psalm 59 Psalm 60
V| b= 2 Chronicles 1-3 | 2 Chron. 4-6 | 2 Chron.7-9 | 2 Chron.10-12 | 2 Chron. 13-15
6 7 8 9 10 1n 12
Psalm 61 Psalm 62 Psalm 63 Psalm 64 Psalm 65 Psalm 66 Psalm 67

2 Chron. 16-18 | 2 Chron. 19-21 | 2 Chron. 22-24 | 2 Chron. 25-27 | 2 Chron. 28-30 | 2 Chron. 31-33 | 2 Chron. 34-36

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Psalm 68 Psalm 69 Psalm 70 Psalm 71 Psalm 72 Psalm 73 Psalm 74
Ezra1-5 Ezra 6-10 Nehemiah 1-3 | Nehemiah 4-6 | Nehemiah 7-9 | Nehemiah 10-13 Esther 1-3
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Psalm 75 Psalm 76 Psalm 77 Psalm 78 Psalm 79 Psalm 80 Psalm 81
Esther 4-6 Esther 7-10 Job 1-3 Job 4-6 Job 7-9 Job 10-12 Job 13-15
27 28 29 30 31
Psalm 82 Psalm 83 Psalm 84 Psalm 85 Habakkuk 3:2-19
Job 16-18 Job 19-21 Job 22-24 Job 25-27 Job 28-30

New Archive Videos of Dr. Saleska Available

Videos from CBI archives will be gradually uploaded to the CBI website over the next
several months. These videos were taken from teaching by Dr. John Saleska and others,
from as far back as 2001. You are welcome to view them at any time!
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. Visit here to view all the videos we have available so far.

. Current teachings available include Dr. Saleska on Christ in the Old Testament,
Biblical Psychology, Parables of the Kingdom, and Christ Crucified Everywhere in
Scripture.

Saleska Scholarship for Pre-Seminary Students

Please help Concordia University Wisconsin provide more financial aid to Pre-Seminary
students by praying for and giving to the Saleska Scholarship Endowment. Lord willing and
with your help, we hope to add one million dollars or more to the endowment by June 30,
2022. We urge congregations, groups, and individuals to give.

. Visit concordiabible.org/Saleska for more information and to give (scroll down to the
bottom of the page to see all of our resources).

. Help us get the word out to those who want to help Pre-Seminary students and to
those who knew Dr. Saleska.

. Click here to watch our video: https://youtu.be/vgLfzI9WIkw
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Saleska Scholarship Endowment

In honor of Rev. Dr. John Saleska's legacy of teaching “Christ in Every Word”
among us, CBI has established “The Concordia Bible Institute Saleska
Scholarship Endowment,” whose purpose is to provide financial assistance
to pre-seminary students at Concordia University Wisconsin. In an age of
biblical illiteracy, it is hoped that this endowment will help future pastors
carry forward Dr. Saleska’s lifelong conviction of teaching “Christ in Every
Word” as they read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the Scriptures.

Please join me in spreading the word about the origination of this -
endowment and by praying for its growth. For ways to contribute and resources about this
endowment, please visit concordiabible.org/saleska and designate “Saleska Scholarship
Endowment” on your method of giving.

Please contact Jeff Klocko, Director of Donor Relations, for details about this exciting opportunity.
He can be reached at 262.243.2170 or jeff.klocko@cuw.edu.

Website
Visit our website at concordiabible.org to learn more about CBL

Podcasts
CBI offers thirty- to forty-minute long podcasts on biblical passages and religious issues that you
can listen to any time through the CBI website.

Now Streaming on iTunes & Google Play!
You can listen to our weekly podcasts by subscribing on iTunes or Google Play.

When new episodes become available they will be automatically be downloaded to your device. Just
click here to subscribe through our website or click the image below!

Contribute

Concordia Bible Institute thrives because of generous supporters, like you! If you find value in this
e-Bulletin and other CBI offerings and would like to support our mutual desire to spread God's
Word to wide audiences, please consider making a contribution to CBI. There are many ways to
contribute, from writing a check to CUW Foundation with CBI e-Bulletin on the memo line, or

following the link to make a one-time or reoccurring gift online: Support Concordia Bible Institute.

Mail checks to:

Concordia University Wisconsin
Attn: Office of Advancement
12800 North Lake Shore Drive
Mequon, WI 53097
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