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Welcome to this month's edition of the
Concordia Bible Institute (CBI) e-Bulletin.
CBI exists to provide Christ-centered Bible
instruction through distinguished experts who
teach "Christ in Every Word" of the Old and New
Testaments.
Under the direction of Dr.
Brian German and in cooperation with the
Department of Theology at Concordia
University Wisconsin, CBI offers podcasts, faceto-face seminars, and other special events to
strengthen faith and spread belief in the one
true God.

"For the whole Christ is in
every word and wholly in each
individual word. When He is
denied, therefore, in one
word, He is totally denied, for
He is in every word."
-Martin Luther ( Luther's
Works, 25 238).

Subscribe To "Christ In Every
Word" Podcast
Click the button above to sign up for a
weekly email update on newly
published "Christ in Every Word"
podcasts.

Moses, the Burning Bush, and Our Greater Moses
I’ve been thinking a lot lately about the call of Moses in Exodus 3. It’s a popular
narrative, usually nding a spot in big movies on the Bible. It seems to me, however,
that the burning bush is far more than just Hollywood ash, and the role that Moses
plays in the account tells us quite a bit about a much greater Moses to come…
We’re rst told that “Moses was keeping the ock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the
priest of Midian…” (Ex. 3 1). That’s a nice little detail, but why is it important to know?
Well, when it comes to delivering his people, God loves to work through shepherds,
and we know who his ultimate Shepherd will be (John 10). But even more, Moses is a
shepherd who’s taking care of a ock that doesn’t belong to him; it belongs to his
father-in-law, Jethro. Soon Moses will be taking care of the ock of God’s people, a
group that doesn’t belong to him but has been entrusted to him by a heavenly Father
who brought Moses into his family by adoption as a son (Rom. 8 15, 23).
We’re then told that Moses “led his ock to the west side of the wilderness and came to
Horeb, the mountain of God” (Ex. 3 1). My burning question: what kind of shepherd
leads his ock into the wilderness?

Answer: exactly the kind of shepherd we need! We need a shepherd who brings us
through the wilderness of this life, promising us that while the journey may have some
dry patches, bumps, and bruises, we are most certainly heading to the mountain of
God. On that mountain is “a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food
full of marrow, of age wine well re ned. And [God] will swallow up on this mountain
the covering that is cast over all peoples…. He will swallow up death forever…” (see Is.
25 6–9).
Now, the moment we’ve all been waiting for: “And the angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a ame of re out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was
burning, yet it was not consumed. And Moses said, ‘I will turn aside to see this great
sight, why the bush is not burned’” (Ex. 3 2–3).
Fascinating! The bush was burning, but it was not consumed. The bush was indeed
burning, but it was not burned. What’s going on here?
For starters, re in the Bible is often used to depict the purifying and re ning process
that God’s people must undergo throughout this life. The “ ery trials” we experience
in the wilderness may hurt (1 Pet. 4 12), but we will not nally be overcome by them.
They may burn, but we will certainly not be consumed.
The bush also teaches us a thing or two about God. Amazingly, God is truly present in
this physical, tangible object, yet the bush is not being obliterated. God can actually
dwell in something as tangible as a bush—or human esh—to be with his people. And
that, of course, is what happened in the incarnation: “And the Word became esh and
dwelt among us…” (Jn. 1 14).
Finally, it’s also no wonder that this same Word is present in such physical elements as
bread and wine in a way that he’s not present anywhere else in all creation. Whatever
our wilderness journey happens to be right now, he continues to meet us along the way
with these tangible blessings, causing his love and mercy to burn within us like an
unquenchable re.

Dr. Brian German
Director of the Concordia Bible Institute

Saleska Scholarship for Pre-Seminary Students
God’s Peace to You!
Please help Concordia University Wisconsin provide more financial aid to Pre-Seminary
students by praying for and giving to the Saleska Scholarship Endowment. Lord willing and
with your help, we hope to add one million dollars or more to the endowment by June 30,
2022. We urge congregations, groups, and individuals to give.
Visit concordiabible.org/Saleska for more information and to give (scroll down to the
bottom of the page to see all of our resources).
Help us get the word out to those who want to help Pre-Seminary students and to
those who knew Dr. Saleska.
Click here to watch our video: https://youtu.be/vqLfzI9Wlkw

Thank you! Blessings in Christ,
Pastor Ron Mudge
Rev. Ron Mudge, Ph.D.
Rouse Professor of Pre-seminary Studies
Pre-Seminary Director
Concordia University Wisconsin
ronald.mudge@cuw.edu
Office Phone: (262)243-4301

Read the Bible in a Year
Looking to add to your devotions this year? Or simply want to accomplish the goal of reading the
Bible in a year? Follow along with the calendar below! A new calendar will be sent in each
newsletter.

Website

Visit our website at concordiabible.org to learn more about CBI.

Podcasts

CBI offers thirty- to forty-minute long podcasts on biblical passages and religious issues that you
can listen to any time through the CBI website.

Now Streaming on iTunes & Google Play!
You can listen to our weekly podcasts by subscribing on iTunes or Google Play.
When new episodes become available they will be automatically be downloaded to your device. Just
click here to subscribe through our website or click the image below!

Saleska Scholarship Endowment
In honor of Rev. Dr. John Saleska's legacy of teaching “Christ in Every Word” among us, CBI has
established “The Concordia Bible Institute Saleska Scholarship Endowment,” whose purpose is to
provide nancial assistance to pre-seminary students at Concordia University Wisconsin. In an age
of biblical illiteracy, it is hoped that this endowment will help future pastors carry forward Dr.
Saleska’s lifelong conviction of teaching “Christ in Every Word” as they read, mark, learn, and
inwardly digest the Scriptures.

Please join me in spreading the word about the origination of this
endowment and by praying for its growth. For ways to contribute and
resources about this endowment, please
visit concordiabible.org/saleska and designate “Saleska Scholarship
Endowment” on your method of giving.

NEW Donor Match Opportunity Available!
There is a NEW opportunity to magnify your generosity! Now, and for a limited time, gifts of
$2,500 and greater will be matched dollar for dollar, if donated to establish or add to named or
general endowments. This would include the Saleska Scholarship Endowment! Please, prayerfully
consider taking advantage of this unique opportunity to help your donation go farther to provide
nancial assistance to pre-seminary students at Concordia University Wisconsin. Please contact
Jeff Klocko, Director of Donor Relations, for details about this exciting opportunity. He can be
reached at 262.243.2170 or jeff.klocko@cuw.edu.

Contribute
Concordia Bible Institute thrives because of generous supporters, like you! If you nd value in this
e-Bulletin and other CBI offerings and would like to support our mutual desire to spread God's
Word to wide audiences, please consider making a contribution to CBI. There are many ways to
contribute, from writing a check to CUW Foundation with CBI e-Bulletin on the memo line, or
following the link to make a one-time or reoccurring gift online: Support Concordia Bible
Institute.
Mail checks to:
Concordia University Wisconsin
Attn: Of ce of Advancement
12800 North Lake Shore Drive
Mequon, WI 53097
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