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Welcome to this month's edition of the
Concordia Bible Institute (CBI) e-Bulletin.
CBI exists to provide Christ-centered Bible
instruction through distinguished experts who
teach "Christ in Every Word" of the Old and New
Testaments.
Under the direction of Dr.
Brian German and in cooperation with the
Department of Theology at Concordia
University Wisconsin, CBI offers podcasts, faceto-face seminars, and other special events to
strengthen faith and spread belief in the one
true God.

"For the whole Christ is in
every word and wholly in each
individual word. When He is
denied, therefore, in one
word, He is totally denied, for
He is in every word."
-Martin Luther ( Luther's
Works, 25 238).

Subscribe To "Christ In Every
Word" Podcast
Click the button above to sign up for a
weekly email update on newly
published "Christ in Every Word"
podcasts.

Pondering Pentecost
Yesterday the church observed the festival of Pentecost, the pouring out of the
Holy Spirit. Have you ever wondered why this event is such a big deal? The
eyewitness account of Pentecost from Acts 2 usually takes center stage, but I’ve
been thinking a lot recently about how much Jesus had to say about the Holy Spirit
in the gospel of John…
Before Jesus died on the cross he had lots to say to his disciples about the role of
the Holy Spirit. So important was the Holy Spirit in their lives that Jesus even
spoke of his going away from them as an advantage to them. “I tell you the truth: it
is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper [the Holy
Spirit] will not come to you” (Jn. 16 7).
Why would it be so important for the Holy Spirit to come to them? One of the
reasons given repeatedly in the gospel of John is that the Holy Spirit brings with
him the words of Jesus. As Jesus himself explains: “the Helper, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to
your remembrance all that I have said to you” (Jn. 14 26).
A bit later in the same context Jesus described the work of the Holy Spirit like this:
“When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth…. He will
glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father
has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you” (Jn.
16 13-15).
What we can see from these passages is that the Holy Spirit is constantly pointing
to Jesus: what he said, and what he continues to say. When Christians speak the
word of Jesus, the Holy Spirit is busy at work. We never do this speaking alone.
Another way that Jesus spoke of the Holy Spirit was as a witness: “when the Helper
comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds
from the Father, he will bear witness about me” (15 26). Just as the Holy Spirit is

present when the words of Jesus are spoken, so also is the Holy Spirit present
when witnessing about Jesus happens. Christians don’t do this alone, either; it’s
right at the heart of what the Spirit does.
This doesn’t mean, of course, that having the Holy Spirit’s presence in these ways
will make our lives full of daisies and kittens. No, Jesus also spoke of how the Holy
Spirit would be involved in convicting people of sin. “But if I go, I will send him
[the Holy Spirit] to you. And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning
sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in
me; concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no
longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged” (16 7-11).
Even in the uncomfortable conversations where sin needs to be called a sin, the
Holy Spirit is present and is ultimately the one doing the convicting. He does this
in order to bring about repentance and create faith, work that is totally in his
hands. “The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of
the Spirit” (3 8).
Whether we are speaking the words of Jesus, bearing witness to others about
Jesus, or navigating some tough conversations about sin and the need for Jesus, the
Holy Spirit is present with us to strengthen us and guide us and comfort us. As
Jesus promises: “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be
with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because
it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be
in you” (14 16-17).
Thanks be to God for his gift of the Holy Spirit in our lives!

Dr. Brian German
Director of the Concordia Bible Institute

*For more from Dr. German on the gospel of John, be sure to check out CBI's latest
partnership course with Lutheran Hour Ministries entitled "The Sent Life" at
www.lhm.org/learn.

Read the Bible in a Year
Looking to add to your devotions this year? Or simply want to accomplish the goal of reading the
Bible in a year? Follow along with the calendar below! A new calendar will be sent in each
newsletter.

Website

Visit our website at concordiabible.org to learn more about CBI.

Podcasts

CBI offers thirty- to forty-minute long podcasts on biblical passages and religious issues that you
can listen to any time through the CBI website.

Now Streaming on iTunes & Google Play!
You can listen to our weekly podcasts by subscribing on iTunes or Google Play.
When new episodes become available they will be automatically be downloaded to your device. Just
click here to subscribe through our website or click the image below!

Saleska Scholarship Endowment
In honor of Rev. Dr. John Saleska's legacy of teaching “Christ in Every Word”
among us, CBI has established “The Concordia Bible Institute Saleska
Scholarship Endowment,” whose purpose is to provide nancial assistance to
pre-seminary students at Concordia University Wisconsin. In an age of
biblical illiteracy, it is hoped that this endowment will help future pastors
carry forward Dr. Saleska’s lifelong conviction of teaching “Christ in Every
Word” as they read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the Scriptures.
Please join me in spreading the word about the origination of this
endowment and by praying for its growth. For ways to contribute, please
visit concordiabible.org/saleska and designate “Saleska Scholarship Endowment” on your method
of giving.

NEW!!! Please utilize our new page on the website to learn more about the Saleska Scholarship
Endowment and nd resources to help spread the word about this powerful opportunity.
concordiabible.org/saleska

Contribute
Concordia Bible Institute thrives because of generous supporters, like you! If you nd value in this
e-Bulletin and other CBI offerings and would like to support our mutual desire to spread God's
Word to wide audiences, please consider making a contribution to CBI. There are many ways to
contribute, from writing a check to CUW Foundation with CBI e-Bulletin on the memo line, or
following the link to make a one-time or reoccurring gift online: Support Concordia Bible
Institute.
Mail checks to:
Concordia University Wisconsin
Attn: Of ce of Advancement
12800 North Lake Shore Drive
Mequon, WI 53097
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