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Welcome to this month's edition of the

Concordia Bible Institute (CBI) e-Bulletin.

CBI exists to provide Christ-centered Bible

instruction through distinguished experts who

teach "Christ in Every Word" of the Old and New

Testaments.   Under the direction of Dr.

Brian  German and in cooperation with the

Department of Theology at Concordia University

Wisconsin, CBI offers podcasts, face-to-face

seminars, and other special events to strengthen

faith and spread belief in the one true God.

"For the whole Christ is
in every word and wholly

in each individual word.
When He is denied,

therefore, in one word,
He is totally denied, for

He is in every word."

 

-Martin Luther (Luther's

Works, 25:238).

Click the button above to sign

up for a weekly email update on

newly published "Christ in Every

Word" podcasts.

Subscribe To "Christ
In Every Word"

Podcast

http://subscribebyemail.com/www.concordiabible.org/feed/podcast/


"A Weighty Word"

I’ve been thinking a lot lately about the last of the minor prophets, known to us as

Malachi.  Take a careful look at just the first few words of his book, and you’ll see how

this fifth-century BC prophet speaks a timely word for our lives today. 

It begins like this: “The oracle of the word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi” (Mal. 1:1).

First thing’s first: the word “oracle” comes from a Hebrew term that essentially means

“load” or “burden” or “weight.”  What we have in the book of Malachi, in other words, is

some heavy stuff!  It’s not just a word, but “the oracle of the word,” or you might even

say “the weight of the word.”

But that’s how it goes, doesn’t it?   Our Lord speaks, and it weighs upon us.   When it

exposes us, we cannot hide.   When it shows our sin, we cannot remain silent or our

bones will waste away (Ps. 32:3).

That, I think, is also why this “weight of the word of the Lord” is addressed “to Israel.” 

At the time of Malachi, the northern kingdom often referred to as “Israel” is long gone,

and the survivors of the southern kingdom were typically referred to as “Judah.”  But in

Mal. 1:1, we have “Israel” like it’s the good old days, like that whole Babylonian exile



thing never happened.

And that’s because in the end, a true Israelite is one who takes up the weight that our

Lord gives and follows him.   Yes, this may involve burdens that can seem unbearable,

but it stems from the weightiest of loves (see Mal. 1:2–5).  It may involve moments that

are hard to understand, but it’s especially through these that our Lord draws us more

closely as a treasured possession for himself (see Mal. 3:17).

Finally, notice how the weight of the word that is spoken to Israel comes “by Malachi.” 

Hardly anything is known about this prophet.  Who are his parents?  (Compare “Hosea

the son of Beeri” [Hos. 1:1].)   Where is he from?   (Compare “Micah of Moresheth” [Mic.

1:1].)  What is his occupation?  (Compare “Amos, who was among the shepherds of Tekoa”

[Amos 1:1].)

What we do know, however, is that the name Malachi means “my messenger.”   This is

even reinforced in the book itself when the Lord says in Mal. 3:1, “Behold, I send my

messenger….”  Literally he is saying, “Behold, I send Malachi….”

Do you see what’s happening here?  Malachi’s parents, his hometown, occupation, and

so on—these were never the point.   The real identity of the prophet named “my

messenger” has been clothed with the message of his book.   It’s the word he was given

that must increase, while he himself must decrease (see Jn. 3:30).  Once that word was

placed upon him, it was no longer he that lived, but the word that lived within him (see

Gal. 2:20).

And the same goes for us.   Like Malachi, our identity is not free-floating but remains

anchored in the word of truth.  When our thoughts drift toward anxiousness, we have a

foundational source of certainty.   When our conscious accuses, we have exactly what

we need to take the burden off our shoulders.  Yes, the word of the Lord can be quite

weighty, but with the One who lifts away the weight of the world’s sin (Jn. 1:29), it’s a

burden that turns out to be quite light (Mt. 11:30).

Dr. Brian German
Director of the Concordia Bible Institute

Please help Concordia University Wisconsin provide more financial aid to Pre-Seminary

Saleska Scholarship for Pre-Seminary Students


 

 



students by praying for and giving to the Saleska Scholarship Endowment. Lord willing and
with your help, we hope to add one million dollars or more to the endowment by June 30,
2022. We urge congregations, groups, and individuals to give.

Visit concordiabible.org/Saleska  for more information and to give (scroll down to the
bottom of the page to see all of our resources).
Help us get the word out to those who want to help Pre-Seminary students and to
those who knew Dr. Saleska. 
Click here to watch our video:  https://youtu.be/vqLfzI9Wlkw

 

 

 

 

Saleska Scholarship Endowment

 
In honor of Rev. Dr. John Saleska's legacy of teaching “Christ in Every Word”
among us, CBI has established “The Concordia Bible Institute Saleska
Scholarship Endowment,” whose purpose is to provide financial assistance
to pre-seminary students at Concordia University Wisconsin.  In an age of
biblical illiteracy, it is hoped that this endowment will help future pastors
carry forward Dr. Saleska’s lifelong conviction of teaching “Christ in Every
Word” as they read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the Scriptures.

Please join me in spreading the word about the origination of this
endowment and by praying for its growth.  For ways to contribute and resources about this
endowment, please visit concordiabible.org/saleska and designate “Saleska Scholarship
Endowment” on your method of giving.


Please contact Jeff Klocko, Director of Donor Relations, for details about this exciting opportunity. 

He can be reached at 262.243.2170 or jeff.klocko@cuw.edu.  

https://concordiabible.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3ca84af4270344aac35f03c8&id=6e8b935611&e=92271cdf31
https://concordiabible.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3ca84af4270344aac35f03c8&id=d122cef59e&e=92271cdf31
https://concordiabible.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3ca84af4270344aac35f03c8&id=1870ad028a&e=92271cdf31
http://www.concordiabible.org/saleska/
mailto:jeff.klocko@cuw.edu?subject=Donor%20Match%20Opportunity%20-%20Saleska%20Endowment%20


Read the Bible in a Year


Looking to add to your devotions this year? Or simply want to accomplish the goal of reading the
Bible in a year? Follow along with the calendar below! A new calendar will be sent in each
newsletter.


 

https://mcusercontent.com/9be4c0676651915b8c233be56/images/95f45146-f8c5-81b1-3c54-3f127b6b5b6e.png


Dr. Brian German and the Concordia Bible Institute have a partnership with

Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) Learn?  If you love to learn about the Bible and

grow in your faith, LHM Learn is a wonderful resource!  These free online adult

learning courses can be done during individual devotion time or with a group. 

Courses cover all kinds of topics you're interested in - from the basics of the

Christian faith, to understanding other cultures, to the ways faith impacts our

daily lives.  New lessons are added all the time! 

Dr. German's newest course "The Sent Life:  A Study of Sending in the Gospel of

John" is available now, along with his first course "Watch.Read.Reflect: Christ in the

Old Testament."

Website
Visit our website at concordiabible.org to learn more about CBI.

Podcasts
CBI offers thirty- to forty-minute long podcasts on biblical passages and religious issues that you

can listen to any time through the CBI website.

Now Streaming on iTunes & Google Play!


LHM Learn

http://www.concordiabible.org/
http://www.concordiabible.org/category/podcasts/
https://www.lhm.org/learn/christian-foundations


You can listen to our weekly podcasts by subscribing on iTunes or Google Play.

When new episodes become available they will be automatically be downloaded to your device.  Just
click here to subscribe through our website or click the image below!


Contribute

 
Concordia Bible Institute thrives because of generous supporters, like you!  If you find value in this
e-Bulletin and other CBI offerings and would like to support our mutual desire to spread God's
Word to wide audiences, please consider making a contribution to CBI.  There are many ways to
contribute, from writing a check to CUW Foundation with CBI e-Bulletin on the memo line, or
following the link to make a one-time or reoccurring gift online: Support Concordia Bible Institute.  


Mail checks to:

Concordia University Wisconsin
Attn: Office of Advancement
12800 North Lake Shore Drive
Mequon, WI 53097
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"Seeing Jesus in the Old Testament" photo courtesy of http://www.prayercollege.org/tag/messiah
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