This month's Concordia Bible Institute e-Bulletin

CBI e-Bulletin
April 2021
Welcome to this month's edition of
Concordia Bible Institute (CBI) e-Bulletin.

the

CBI exists to provide Christ-centered Bible
instruction through distinguished experts who
teach "Christ in Every Word" of the Old and New
Testaments.
Under the direction of Dr.
Brian German and in cooperation with the
Department of Theology at Concordia University
Wisconsin, CBI offers podcasts, face-to-face
seminars, and other special events to strengthen
faith and spread belief in the one true God.

"For the whole Christ is in
every word and wholly in
each individual word. When
He is denied, therefore, in
one word, He is totally
denied, for He is in every
word."
-Martin Luther (Luther's
Works, 25 238).

Subscribe To "Christ In Every
Word" Podcast
Click the button above to sign up for a
weekly email update on newly
published "Christ in Every Word"
podcasts.

Re ections on the Burial of Jesus
We’ll soon be celebrating the resurrection of our Lord, the triumphal event recounted
in Matthew, Mark (in his longer ending—let’s tackle that issue another time!), Luke, and
John. What you may not know is that the burial of Jesus also gets a fair amount of
attention in all four gospels, even from the perspective of the “other side.” Let me
explain…
After Jesus’ side is pierced (Jn. 19 31–37), we learn from all four gospel writers that
Joseph of Arimathea asks Pilate for the body of Jesus. Only Mark, however, records the
following detail: “Pilate was surprised to hear that he should have already died. And
summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he was already dead. And when he
learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph” (Mk.
15 44–45). Notice how Mark emphasizes how the “other side,” the centurion, con rms
that Jesus was in fact dead. I’ll return to this in a moment.
Next, it’s only Matthew who tells us about the activity of the guards. In Matthew 27 62–
66 we read: “The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the
Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, ‘Sir, we remember how that impostor said,
while he was still alive, “After three days I will rise.” Therefore order the tomb to be
made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the
people, “He has risen from the dead,” and the last fraud will be worse than the rst.’”
Pilate said to them, ‘You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.’ So
they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard.”

First thing’s rst: Matthew loves irony. While all the disciples of Jesus ed the scene
and weren’t remembering Jesus’ words about rising again, the “other side,” the chief
priests and the Pharisees, are doing exactly that (“We remember…”; note also how the
angels speak to the women in Luke 24 6 “Remember how he old you…”).
Immediately after narrating Jesus’ resurrection, Matthew turns his attention back to
the guards for a second time in Mt. 28 11–15 “While they [the women at the tomb] were
going, behold, some of the guard went into the city and told the chief priests all that
had taken place. And when they had assembled with the elders and taken counsel, they
gave a suf cient sum of money to the soldiers and said, ‘Tell people, “His disciples
came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.” And if this comes to the
governor's ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.’ So they took the
money and did as they were directed. And this story has been spread among the Jews
to this day.”
This is fascinating! First, the guard admits that they were indeed guarding the tomb
(“while we were asleep”). Next, the guard also admits that the tomb is now empty (“stole
him away”). Finally, the guard also admits that they have no body; they cannot produce
it.
So it is, then, that even the ones who want nothing to do with Jesus have con rmed the
following: 1) Jesus was indeed dead; 2) Jesus’ body was placed in a guarded tomb; 3)
Jesus’ tomb is now empty; and 4) Jesus’ body is no longer in the tomb. The disciples
may have ed the scene, but witnessing to the person and work of Jesus carries on by
those of the “other side”!
John tells us that “in the place where [Jesus] was cruci ed there was a garden, and in
the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid” (Jn. 20 41). While the “other
side” scrambles and cannot help but con rm the testimony of the evangelists in their
own way, our Lord is ttingly buried in a garden, bringing to mind a new “Eden” in
which Jesus will rise as the rstfruits of a new creation (1 Cor. 15 20, 23).

Dr. Brian German
Director of the Concordia Bible Institute

Saleska Scholarship for Pre-Seminary Students
God’s Peace to You!
Please help Concordia University Wisconsin provide more financial aid to Pre-Seminary
students by praying for and giving to the Saleska Scholarship Endowment. Lord willing and
with your help, we hope to add one million dollars or more to the endowment by June 30,
2022. We urge congregations, groups, and individuals to give.
Visit concordiabible.org/Saleska for more information and to give (scroll down to the
bottom of the page to see all of our resources).
Help us get the word out to those who want to help Pre-Seminary students and to
those who knew Dr. Saleska.
Click here to watch our video: https://youtu.be/vqLfzI9Wlkw

Thank you! Blessings in Christ,
Pastor Ron Mudge
Rev. Ron Mudge, Ph.D.
Rouse Professor of Pre-seminary Studies
Pre-Seminary Director
Concordia University Wisconsin
ronald.mudge@cuw.edu
Office Phone: (262)243-4301

Read the Bible in a Year
Looking to add to your devotions this year? Or simply want to accomplish the goal of reading the
Bible in a year? Follow along with the calendar below! A new calendar will be sent in each
newsletter.

Website

Visit our website at concordiabible.org to learn more about CBI.

Podcasts

CBI offers thirty- to forty-minute long podcasts on biblical passages and religious issues that you
can listen to any time through the CBI website.

Now Streaming on iTunes & Google Play!
You can listen to our weekly podcasts by subscribing on iTunes or Google Play.
When new episodes become available they will be automatically be downloaded to your device. Just
click here to subscribe through our website or click the image below!

Saleska Scholarship Endowment
In honor of Rev. Dr. John Saleska's legacy of teaching “Christ in Every Word” among us, CBI has
established “The Concordia Bible Institute Saleska Scholarship Endowment,” whose purpose is to
provide nancial assistance to pre-seminary students at Concordia University Wisconsin. In an age
of biblical illiteracy, it is hoped that this endowment will help future pastors
carry forward Dr. Saleska’s lifelong conviction of teaching “Christ in Every
Word” as they read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the Scriptures.
Please join me in spreading the word about the origination of this
endowment and by praying for its growth. For ways to contribute and
resources about this endowment, please
visit concordiabible.org/saleska and designate “Saleska Scholarship
Endowment” on your method of giving.

NEW Donor Match Opportunity Available!
There is a NEW opportunity to magnify your generosity! Now, and for a limited time, gifts of $2,500
and greater will be matched dollar for dollar, if donated to establish or add to named or general
endowments. This would include the Saleska Scholarship Endowment! Please, prayerfully consider
taking advantage of this unique opportunity to help your donation go farther to provide nancial
assistance to pre-seminary students at Concordia University Wisconsin. Please contact Jeff Klocko,
Director of Donor Relations, for details about this exciting opportunity. He can be reached at
262.243.2170 or jeff.klocko@cuw.edu.

Contribute
Concordia Bible Institute thrives because of generous supporters, like you! If you nd value in this
e-Bulletin and other CBI offerings and would like to support our mutual desire to spread God's
Word to wide audiences, please consider making a contribution to CBI. There are many ways to
contribute, from writing a check to CUW Foundation with CBI e-Bulletin on the memo line, or
following the link to make a one-time or reoccurring gift online: Support Concordia Bible Institute.
Mail checks to:
Concordia University Wisconsin
Attn: Of ce of Advancement
12800 North Lake Shore Drive
Mequon, WI 53097
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